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Baghdad 


BAGHDAD: This city was the primary defensive position for the Turkish Army in Mesopotamia; the XIII 
Army Corps headquarters were located in Baghdad at the onset of World War I. The Turks incarcerated 
British and Indian prisoners of war from Kut al-Amara in Baghdad during the Summer of 1916 (May to 
August). The city was located in the Vilayet of Baghdad, on the east bank of the Tigris River, in southern 
Mesopotamia. Baghdad lay 180 miles northwest of Kut al-Amara. In August 1916, the Turks separated the 
Anglo-Indian officers from the non-commissioned officers and enlisted men and sent the officers by boat 
north, up the Tigris. The NCO's and enlisted men then began a long and deadly march across the Syrian 
Desert to incarceration in Anatolia. 
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